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November 21 , 1 996

96-292
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

EASTERN NAMED NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS FOR ALPHA SIGMA LAMBDA
CHARLESTON -- There was no formal celebration -- just piles of cardboard
cartons shipped in from Allentown College in Pennsylvania.

But Eastern Illinois

University, designated as the new national office of Alpha Sigma Lambda, honor
society for adult students, welcomed the clutter for what it represented.
"We competed for this and are very pleased we were selected," said Will Hine,
dean of Eastern's School of Adult and Continuing Education. "It demonstrates even
further the high regard Eastern has earned based upon its long tradition of providing
high quality adult and continuing education off-campus programs."
Eastern's two-year renewable contract as the honor society's home office
began Nov. 16.
Alpha Sigma Lambda, founded in 1946 on the campus of Northwestern
University, currently boasts more than 250 chapters throughout the United States and
Canada. As the new home office, Eastern will have the responsibilities of arranging
national meetings, providing support to the activities of the executive board, handling
-more-

fll£ COPY

HEADQUARTERS

ADD 1/1/1/1

budgetary and membership issues and publication of the Midnight Oil, the society's
quarterly newsletter.
Kaye Woodward, director of Eastern's Board of Governors degree program, will
also assume the duties of executive director for the new office, while Pam Hale,
director of credit-free programs, assists. The office for Alpha Sigma Lambda will be
located in Blair Hall 212.
For its efforts, Eastern -- a member of Alpha Sigma Lambda since 1988 when
Hine became dean -- will receive added focus on a national level. In addition to such
obvious advantages, such as increased name recognition and better public relations,
the university will reap other benefits, including additional conferences and institutes.
"The growth potential is tremendous," Hine continued, noting that figures
project more "adult" students (over the age of 24) than traditional students enrolled
in the nation's colleges and universities by the year 2000.

He would not be

surprised, he added, to see the number of Alpha Sigma Lambda chapters climb to 750
in the future.
On the local level, Hine said, Eastern had 130 of its adult students join the
honor society during the spring of 1996. In addition to being 25 years of age or
older, eligible members must have senior standing, a 3.5 (on a 4.0 scale) GPA, and
have completed at least 15 hours of coursework at EIU. Benefits of membership
include an insignia pin, newsletter, scholarship opportunities and recognition of
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achievements.

Local membership also includes 18 professional members representing Eastern
faculty and staff who have shown outstanding support for the university's Adult and
Continuing Education program over the years.
"Eastern has been committed to off-campus adult education since its earliest
days, at least since the '20s," Hine said. He recalled his own mother earned her
teaching certificate by taking off-campus classes -- through Eastern -- while living in
Decatur.

uwe are in a knowledged-based society and life-long learning will be part of our
lives in the future, u Hine said. uorganizations such as ASL bring recognition to adult
students who are returning to further their education."
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